
IF YOU WANT TO READ WELL . . .
AN ABBREVIATED SUMMARY OF M. ADLER’S, How to Read a Book

• Follow fingers across page as fast as possible
• Do Inspectional Reading: Read to Comprehend . . .

• Title;
• Table of Contents (Relating Headings to one another);
• Indexes;
• 2-3 paragraphs in different sections (esp. intro. & conc.);
• Book’s category, scope, structure, & theme.
• Also, make structural & conceptual notes as time permits

• Use back end-papers to make personal index of authors thoughts
in order of appearance.

• Use front end-papers to outline conceptual structure.
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(p. 2)
IF YOU WANT TO READ WELL . . .

BE A DEMANDING READER

• A demanding reader desires to read.
• She wants to read her books, and 
• She wants to understand her books.

• He interrogates all his books with general questions.
• What is it about as a whole?
• What is being said in detail?
• How is it being said?
• What is it’s significance? 
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